44                            Li Ch'aowei
Though Yi had refused Ch'iea T'ang's proposal at the banquet
the day before, he was now not without regrets and showed it
plainly on his face. After the banquet, he took his leave amid a
general gloom in the palace. The number and variety of unique
presents that Yi received were beyond description.
Yi left the Dragon King's palace the way he came. When he
was back on the shore of Tung Ting there were more than ten
porters waiting for him, with the presents that he had received.
They accompanied him to his home and then went away. Yi went
to a jewel shop in Kuangling and sold some of the presents. Before
he had disposed of one hundredth part of his treasures, his wealth
had already reached millions, and he became richer than any family
in the region east of the Huai.
He married a daughtej of the Chang family. She soon died. He
again married, this time a daughter of the Han family, but she, too,
died after a few months. He moved to Chinling to live. He was
depressed by his widowerhood and often thought of marrying again.
Sometime afterwards a matchmaker told him about a daughter
of the Lu family who had been recently widowed. The betrothal
was duly arranged and the wedding, one of the most elaborate that
Chinling had ever seen, soon followed. A month or so later, Yi
was suddenly struck by the resemblance between his new wife and
the Dragon's daughter and remarked to her about it. Her only
response at the time was, "What an extraordinary story!" But after
the birth of their first child, she confessed to him that she was
indeed the Dragon's daughter.8
"I have not told you the truth before," she said, "because I
knew you had no fancy for beautiful women, and I tell you now
because I know you are grateful to me for having borne you a child.
A woman is of little worth by herself; I have, therefore, entrusted
my fate to our common bond. I wonder if I am right and I fear
that I may not have correctly read your thoughts.
*When you undertook to carry my letter on the plain of Ching-
yang, you said, *Do not avoid me if we should happen to meet
on Tung Ting/ Did you then entertain the possibility of our union
paragraph is slightly abridged.